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my first saying that if possible I would paint it for 1200 guineas, though 1500 was the limit which I thought might be reached; but in answer to this you very liberally said that in that case you should wish the larger sum to be fixed at once between us, that so I might have full scope in carrying out the work. I am not sure whether our friend Halliday was present at this part of our conversation; but I feel confident, without now asking him, that you would find his impression (derived either from his being present, or from his talk with you on the subject at Havering that evening or shortly afterwards) to be the same as my own.
It has struck me that you may have been led to think it possible, from the months which have elapsed since the commission was given, that the execution of an important work would in my hands be prolonged indefinitely. To this I should reply that many preparations and various studies have been made by me for the Medusa since it was first ordered; and that the only reason why I have as yet shown you nothing was my great desire that what you first saw should leave the best possible impression. With the substituted subject, I would now fix a precise longest date for the delivery of the work, if that seemed desirable to you.
I have now to make a fresh offer regarding the Dante design, which you say in itself would, you believe, thoroughly please you. This is, to paint it on such a reduced scale as to size (which of course should still be not unimportantly small), and, so far as possible with justice to the work, reducing the labour throughout, as would enable me to execute it for 1500 guineas. The picture, you may rely, should still be my best, though smaller than I should have wished to make it. This offer may I trust prove satisfactory to you, both as to subject, scale, and price; as it seems now to correspond both with the original commission and with your requirements since. In making it, I accept all the onus of the change of plan, in respect of time already spent and of sacrifice in some respects as regards the new wprk; but this I shall be content to do if I can both satisfyay. a later date was purchased by Christina and myself.hurch; but subject difficult to me."
